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[0 0 0 1] 

l|?l:m^^®*7-i^^figss^ci;tfflv^p, 

[000 2] 
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f3i^ffi^tfip^e2i:^;i/h^i:i:-®fe^!^»®^i!j^lfil 

[0 0 0 3] El 9 (i. ti£3K®^ Vt^AS* ^-H^Jf^fiS 

^®*7-iii»}l^fiE^ai 0 Ottts BB^ffil 0 

(x-fe'v^) . c {i/ry) . BK ©4fe 
t:MJSt-5S5^*b*^-t>l 0 1 a~l 0 1 di:> cn?. 
©^JfeftK^A 1 0 1 a~ 1 0 1 dt?^^c^^1"S^ ^^tl 
1 0 2 a~ 1 0 2 d. 1 0 3 a~ 1 0 3 d. 

«>'J>K'J*>'1'^^-1 04a~l-04d> H^VfWi^ 
§1 0 5a~l 0 5d^:^ jj62l'^;i/M 0 7i:. ^')- 
^1 0 8a~l 08di:^ ««D-;H 0 9 fcisfl^ & 

[0 0 0 4] -*^mi§10 2a~10 2d{i^ ^tl^ 
tlMJiSI-S^Jtfrb'^AlO la~10 ld*-«t- 
*^m$^tSo ife^S^gl 0 3a~l 0 3d(±. R 
K) > G (^iJ-» X B <Dfiv-=r 

(V-lf>^) > C (i^TV) > BK (T'v^y^) 

J/';>K'J*;i'^7-l 04a~l 04d{±*^*Sg 
1 0 3 a~ 1 0 3 d*»e>ffiM$nfeV— tf t:-AS:!SJte 
ttb'7Al 0 la~l 0 ldC^<o U— tft:-A©Bg 
M5:§ltfc^^«;H7A 1 0 1 a~ 1 0 1 dmSCl±» 

s^fttf jKfiK^ns. mm 1 0 5 a~ 1 0 5 6.\im% 
i*:b-7Al01a~101 dCJIJfie^^^feS^«^«^^ 
fl^tlY. M. C. 43<fctFBK©b-^— T«LT^it 
^$;^•7A 1 0 1 a~l 0 1 d±lC&e©^:^-^^ff^fi£ 
•rs. ^it{*:h-7Al0 1a~10 1d±K:}i^fig$nfe 

■en^n®fe© b i—m-s b- v a i o i a ~ i 

0 1 d®[iKt{^l^-3T^n^ti®e¥{4aC^l!)t5<. 

I ^^C-&t)-y-TaB3@l'<;i/b7«±f3l»6^!S3te»b'^Al 

0 1 a~ 1 0 1 dffl&«^¥{4at)li*«iS'^> ^^t* ^' 
7A1 0 1 a~l 0 1 d±(cffJ^^tifeS-feb-^— 

\ 0 6±t)ii»:te5$*i5. te9#^^«B3« 

1 0 6 li^^D-;i/ 1 0 9 \:.mM^fi^ ^W-»o^mi^ 
ni^mo 0 8a~l 0 8dl±!fi¥«ffl^^ 
<$:H7A10 la~10 1d±t^SUfeb:'— ^l»5& 

[0005]iai0{±, 119®*-7-iaMJfi£8St^ffl 

v^f,n?.^tj^*^s®^fi£0t•fcSo siotcti. us 

0 C^bfe5t^*«ai 0 3a~l 0 3d®^*.®3fe^S 
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3 

gfil 0 3 a©«fi^4^S'^$^^"tv^2.o ^^4^61 0 3 

b~ 1 0 3 dit^M^mm 1 0 3 &tm-(Dmmfz 

K 1 1 1 i:> 1 1 l^^ffiW^tifel/ 

U>FU*;VV>X1 1 3&jijiUfcU-ift:-AS:S 10 
«ii|fiI-r.5#'J3'>^7-l 1 4fc. 7t?U:5V^7-l 
1 4CioTRitiSlRlbfcU— tfH-A*£^S:^I^C 
1 0 1 aOE^^-f >±5:^EP 

TV^So 0 1 afflSJte7-f >®]i*«l± 

[0 0 0 6] 0 20 

0 3dC<fcf)s il9®A^-iIiMM^Sl 0 0®^3fe 
ftK^A 1 0 1 a~ 1 0 1 d±lC. Y. C, BKffl 

^to^Sill 0 2a~l 0 2dC<t?.-*^S§S 

ttT> m^t^m^a-v^A i o i a~ i o i dt^m^ 

1 0 1 a~l 0 1 d®g®lC»SS 

[0 0 0 71 c®J;^:^^-9£W'&<$'>7^i^^®*-7-iii 
5lS»®3fcit«««C i V— tf t:- A®SJfe45ff totl 30 

K 5 A s s^te-r -5 «is*® > -if H'i'^ * 

[ 0 0 0 8 ] 0 1 1 i±s ^^fe*®^ ^^gissasftjift bfe 
^Mitmmommmr-^Zo mi nz^^txoi^. c® 

Jtjttt^fil 2 OfCfis M. C. BK®il^7^-<5' 

1 2 5A»e.fcBlir$nfe4*®V— tftf-ASWH- 
1 2 6^3i®bfc4*®i/— tftr-AS^n^niM 

;)^|pItc«m^^i.-> 'J > 'J >X 1 2 7 i:. U 
>PU*;H/>X1 2 7 4aiabfc4*®V-tl'K-A 

SRlf^ffl:??[Rl{::SWtSSl=f5 7-l 2 8 S*f^-7 

-1 2 8fSWUfe;4*®lx-ift:-AS:Jt3iCSWte 

|qlt2.4<U:J>^7-l 2 9fc. 2 9 

■r-swtiiRi ^ iife 4 *ffl V — tf tf- A ^ € 
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1 a~ 1 0 1 d<D%^^^ >±&^itgT-^4?-l±2> f 
01/>X13Oi:, f 30Saabfe4*® 
l/--tftf-A%mSffl:&lRlK:Slt1-2>Siti7-l 3 1 
i:. SW5 7-1 3 lT-Si>fbt4*®U-1fH-AS 
S'&-3fe^iS®4oOXWH5:^"tS 4«t®^5— 

4*®l'-1ft:-A5^iti*:b'^A 1 0 1 
a~i 0 1 d®SB9iJt£fit:)sSi:&:&iRit:^l»t-5^8l#' 
®^13 2hs ^If^Btil 3 2T-^SS^ttfe4*fflV 
-iftf-A^-en^nMJi51--S^3t^$h*^Al 0 1 a~ 
1 0 ldt^l<S^^7-l 3 3a~l 3 3di:s 
» 7- 1 3 3 a~ 1 3 3 dT-Siri/fcV-tf t;-AS^ 

n^tii«:^fSic««$-frSi' 'J > K 'J *>'i'^ >X 1 

3 4 a~l 3 4di:4Sii^e>tlTV^i>, 
[0 0 0 9] COJ;5*«fi!i®^t*fi«ei 2 0t*5V> 
iti*t*:l/--tf7H' 1 2 5A^e>Y, M. C. BK® 
gj^^:-^ }-^-3v^T^^$^^fe 4 *® V— *f AAS 

^^15.4*®!/— tft:-A{±7jt'jrf>5 
7-1 2 9t?J^iit:S«{ilql$ixf 0v>Xl 3 0*5 J; 
VHMS.^-! 3 l^:f^b•C:9'6if■BMl 3 21CXW- 
U ^glf-B^l 3 2C<t')ffiifc»K-7Al 0 1 a~l 

0 1 d®E5(jaSt-JSU.fc::5lnlC^^^*T'So 

4 2|s:® U— 1f lf-Aa-^n-?'n*fl!51"i>!S3t^* H ^ A 

1 0 1 a~l 0 ldC^<«SI5 7-l 3 3 a~l 3 3 

dT-sw$n> ^«)-»:^fl;$n[iifi-ri.s^<^b"^A 

la~ld4S*U ^jtft:b-7Ala~ld«BC» 
[0 0 10] 

fiR®?fe*4^g-ett> 4*®V— !ft:-A®±T> fes 
V>tt{J>'^t < h 3 *® I/— 9*^- A(i3lfi^m®^tt*^ & 
^i^^fcfiB§3il.fe^{)^ cnt.®v— tf tr-AA^iiSitft 
F^A 1 0 1 a~l 0 1 d±S«*bT®*{*K7A 1 
01 a~l 0 ld±t}»<£3t*7'f >!iv )fe^l^®S 
ftjRM^-if5> 'P'i' (bow) i:J;^i^^2>^tt^-M^^ 

tfa* ») J: 5 CSS bt ^j^esffl'i^ ^®M® fe» 

t iiJ^**-lRiofeT ti®^4A^iiit ^ti-r* 7-li^® 

[0 0 1 1] HI 2tt. jfc^l^®^fliRMC<tD^CS 
^jtft A±®£^S7 •< >®'P-i'5:1I^Wtn^f ^ 
trSSo ^1 2\z^^t^oC, ^ifei*b*^Al 0 1 a~ 

1 0 ld±tjaA^nSi**7'f >1 1 7a~l 1 7d 

[0 0 12] 01 3li> #eS®i^S7^>05l^'t'® 

7rstmAmx'-&^c HI 2cs^xufc&fescft*®«'fe 

2.^'i'%*1-5iS*7^ > 1 1 7 a~ 11 7 dAs, 0 
) 1 SC^sf <t^f^Sta-&ti$nSCli:lcit)> iB^ffi± 
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[0013101 4C5i^tJ:dJC, Jg3fc<*:K7Al 0 1 
a~l 0 1 d±lc«-fPh2.£^*^^>l 1 8 a~l 1 
Sdli^n^-tiv ^1 2tci5tt?.£^*7'f >1 1 7a 
~1 1 7di:SJ!^®?^lRIt?iffiL/•rl^5o )t^3^K:J:o 

}i ffl U 4^ 5: 5^ t ® 5 o 
[0 014] 1112. 1113. iSiVHl 4{±V^ 10 

SP6-286226 ^^s^gt ^S^t ^ 

[0 0 15] bi^b^d;i^?>s ::fflidt#v-ift:-A 

1-*t)t.. /jNM'ffc-r'<§5t^S^Si^'^4*®¥ffW 
;^^->^S««fSCi:4^ilb<. Sfe. 4*©¥ff¥ 

[0 0 16] *^?SJ±. ±i3®*flS^^ffi»^ ^^^^> 

[0 0 17] 

[SS§j|?9l-rs*:«>®#Sl ±f3®iWSafi£t2.* 30 

^B^®^ 1 ©it^fi^gfis «i!(*©3fetf-A^n^n 

iJV^T. ±lBaiS*©3tii-ASffll*1-«^2ii:> 
e> a«$*xfelfi^*©^ tr-^ 

^lf_i^l-±tiio, ±|BJt3lifc!?:lS©^ft4XM<&1iIE1- 
5*|pI(^?Sfflbfc^Si*^^^^^^> ±B3«IS*©>t 

t;-A^n^ix§a»©i^^Sfr^n^nt«<^9'iKit 40 

i: ?c<iS;t - i: 1" S -> 

[0 0 18] ^^Tn ±iB^gSife^f^^*5s ^©^81)^ 

^^?5^4#-rs3:^<**'e>®*^S'^'^^*^'^^=*^^ 
^®-efeoT*.«fc<> tfz. ±mm^^m^ifi. *® 

ftbtfl^tt**t5*©T•fe■^T^)iV^» tfe. ±13© 
ifi<]^aj5£ti>*^B^©^2®^t^4Sg»i. as*® 

^ If- A^n^tijc i ?) aft®«**»-^*T-'e'*T''&** 
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^i*n&^s?s*®jfe t:--i^ tft^t 5 :&i5it:^iai-r 

±f3ffia*®*tr-Attt®®^S^^t^^?fcs ± 

^tLicMfBbTii^e.*x> fflis*®)tH-A^n*n!fe 

[0 0 1 9] cct-. ±iBiim^^w ^oem 
*jR^S3tSl-s$^fl!:*»&ffl;'3*S»tt:«fflbt:5&s 

*,©T-fe-3T^J:<s ±!3Wm^^?*^ ^© 
(isij ^ ^ ^ t- s 6©*7tiiMH<*tj« 

ft bfeJl^Sr*1-|. t)®T-S)-3T %) J:V^, 
[0 0 2 0] 

(Dmmomtm.mi^tz^^-Mms-^^Wii 0 o©#it 

^S^a 1 0 3 a~ 1 0 3 d. '>>J > K u 7- 1 
0 4a~l 0 4d(Cf^t»-pT:*7-iiaJKfiSi^ei 0 0 

[ 0 0 2 1 ] 0 1 CS^1-<k-5 1> c:©)fe*S^a 2 0 {c 
ti. Y. M. C. BK©ii^7^-<5'^^*■^v^T^^$^^ 
fe4*©i/-ift:-A§m«-r5*^^*v-^:^^'f 2 

4 *© U --!f t^- A S tl^ ^^^T tf- A C -r n 'J 
-^l/>X26i:. =i'Jp(-^V>X2 6S5i3abfe4 

'J > K U >X 2 7 'J > K 'J >^ 2 7 
Siiii bfe 4 3^© I/-- !f tf-ASmS©;5lRlK:s«-r S 
S«^7-2 8i:. £iJ^7-2 8T-SiJbfe4*®^ 
— tfl^-A^SM<ilnI1-5>l^U:J>^7-2 gt. ^'J 
3->^5-2 9T-SWliI°Ibfc4*©W-tft:-At^ 

h--7A2 4a~2 4d®S^7'f >±^*MKT'**^ 
-B- S 2 t5cW±® 1/ > XT-«fiK# f e 1/ > X 3 0 i: . 

f ei/>x3 0 5a3ibfe4*©v-iftr-A*p;T«® 

SfqICSWTSS»f^7-3 1 S*fS.^-3 IT-R 
W b& 4 *® 1/— tf t:-A§^3fcfr K 7 A 2 4 a ~ 2 4 
d®iS?y<aBCft;bfe:?ifiii-:&St1-2>^St^S^3 2 
i:> ^gi^H^3 2f^gi$nfc4*®v— tft-A^ 
^n^tlM^5■ri.^*»^•9A2 4a~2 4d{::«<S 
SI57-3 3a~3 3di:. gJI57-3 3 a~3 3 d 
T-HW bfe V-tf A ^^tl^tT-i'J^*?? I^'^**^ 
K';*;i/U>X3 4 a~3 4 di^A^dX-^tl 

[0 0 2 2] *4b\ :9-«l#ffl^3 2©l$a!^^^v^T^i« 
it1-?.o ft«i|^7-3 3a~3 3d{±. ^Ki^®^3 2 
) CA»f-r'2'4*®l/-1ft:-A®'ti'C>^3iti^n?>©l/ 
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A 2 4 a~2 4 dCSaJiJ&St^JSl^-C^glf'® 
^3 2fflS«®3 2a~3 2.dcDSIJ^i:OM^*^» 
iii3f|$l/— (fTlz-f 2 5A^e>!SJt*K7A2 4 a~2 4 

d t T-ffl^ii^nffl^gsftAs^-c^ b < * s i a KiWt^ 

^ nfeffiMKliES^ tit V-i I) o 
[0 0 2 3] mfr3 5(i. l/-ifli-A*«ft3 5^1-C 

aii*-rattiM^4 3 a*sigp$nfcaiM^sita54 3* 

Wb-cv^l.. ^gif-H^S 2ii3ffl|iiMS^itSP4 3T- 
fi»3 5C$ft^t^TV^?.!^*s ffe©3t^a5ffi*)S»3 10 

(ira^^S^ (#'J:J>^7-2 9) -ti^4 

26> i/U>K'JA;i'V>^2 7v 2 8^ f 

0V>X3O. i5J:t>-SM^5-3 1*^*^H^CV^^« 

fe 4 *CD V — !f tf- A *fflSlcM>6i: S IrI tC^SIt S s 
i|B4$Ol/--!ft:-ACJt®®s ±|34*fflW-ifH 2( 
-A-?n^nS4o®K!i^«$ (g5^{$K7A2 4a~ 

2 4d) ^n-?'ixK:ji<> ■^{i#BSE3 2^ ft*^^? — 

3 3a~33d. i3<fclPi^'; > F U*;VV>X3 4 a~ 

3 4diis*^H^tV>a^gSi^^^t-*i3^^» ^ 
l!i#ffl^3 2AS2^^B5tCV^^^SI3te¥^^^^ffl^t2.» 

[0 0 2 4] *i5> ±l3ffl^«0^^i^*5''^"^«*> '-^ 
^•U;!3;^^>X3 4a~3 4d*sfflV^^nTV^^.45^ 
U V b' U *;H/ >X 3 4 a~ 3 4 d Srffl V S-ftt) D 

5- 3 3 a~ 3 3 d i: U-CJ/ 'J > 'J 7- 

[0 0 2 51 ^al^fflM3 2t:oV^t$?.C|¥U 

3 2 (± 4 3 2 a~ 3 2 d UT 

j3»3. Ciie.ffl#SitlB3 2a~3 2dtfl/-tflf-A 

U-CV^S. #H*rS3 2a~3 2dii^ X*t1-2.4*® 
y_^f^;_A4s^^^^^^®K^^B®'t"t^*®^'^-tiB* 

nTiS t) ^ 3 2 a~ 3 2 dfflSW^{±> S^t^* 

b-7A2 4a~2 4d ®Sa?>JI4St::JJ; 0 

ts Siei5 7-3 3 a~3 3d®tiB*-^K)**#^- 
-tfTU-f 2 5A^?.^7t#F^A2 4a~2 4dtT-®& 
l^-Hf fc:-A®ifeE&S4^SV>C^b < *?><fc-5 cis:^^ 

[0 0 2 61 c®^<i^®^(iv ^u— tfi^-A^^as 
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S^i^s ?ffflbfctt«T•S#^^^TV^S^«hb•t^±^ 
4>e.®*i:«iSftH^'-«ft'-^=fl^**'^***^^®^ 

[0 0 2 7] wTic> ^mn-i'^oti^^ifr^ 

It. *||?^®^l®3te3^*^Et^*5tt5^Si^®^®^ 
lO^ff^«^5'^1-0t•fe5> ^3 (a) (±^©IES 
^3 (b) aXX^mZ (c) fi. 133 (a) ®A- 

SP^±s ii3y.K®l2®t:*SttS3l^';'®ffl^J*K3Sl^"^ 

[0 0 2 81 03 (a) . mS (b) . *J;VI13 

(c) c^-TJ^aic. »l®«^flff^^^±^ ^^^bm3 
2 ®is»<&MKifiiip^T±:?c[a^^CTifl^-a-5 c 

^gi#ffl^3 2®ff^^S^fr3 5fe2.<.^(imfr3 
) 5 ®ai»SS^SI54 3 C@^1-?>**gPS^fr 4 1 b 
i:. ^JSf'ffl^3 2ffliS«SSS±TiiS«t:^^1-5ffl 
gPSi*ff4 1a, 4 1 at®3gi5«-CJ:!3ltfi£1"So m 
«;3 5®SS5gP^i*l*4 1 a, 4 1 afflitTCii^fllf'B 
^3 2®&SSSPSr±Tlll$-a-Sfe«>®*''l'^4 44si9!H- 
^n-CV^S. *:*Ji6JK<S-ett. :9-(R#B^3 2S3fc** 
«StlSl?)<>fltfc»^ 4 4CJ:?3ffla5Sftft4 1 

a. 4 la^ffb±lf5Ci:JcJ:t3^gt#B^3 2^^ 

10 [ 0 0 2 9 ] ^ 4 1±. :*:^B^ffl» 1 ®?t**^BC*5tt 
2,^8^#®^®«2®^ff^^S:^^tllT•$.^)^ El 4 
(a) H:-^®IEB0> 04 (b) 43J;TJ'I14 (c) (±s 
04 (a) ®A-A' BfB^jo.fcU'B-B' ^B0T-fe 

04 (a) s 04 (b) . 04 (c) iZmtX^ 
fc, mzo^mMmtt. :9-li#ffl^3 2®iHJSgi54«ISB 

3 2®iii5S|ga5SStt;3 5S.5V^{±S»3 5 ©tHW^S^ 
40 gq4 3t:@^1-SiBgP5^^ff4 6a, 46ai:. 

BS^3 2ffl43*gi5t±Titl@«l^^SF^***^^ft* 

4 6bi:®3gli«{3it)fll^tS. g(*3 5®tp*a5^ 
Jt«;4 6b®itT{ci±^0-Slf-B^3 2®4>*gi5^±Ti!l 
$-B■2)fetoffl*;^^4 4ASBSIj•e>nTV^5o 

^Sf#®^3 2 4^t*^^gt^t'<^l:>-=^-^^ * 
;i/ h 4 4 C i 5 4 6 b Sff b±»f 5 - 

J; »)^lt^B^3 2 4^tK®±»tlRliP-^'Cia««i:j^ 

[0 0 3 0] ^mtiyf^otititm^^^^i^eiL 

50 fc}i$tt&*1-S^SI#B^®^«t^^''^'^S^''3'*"*- 0 
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2' ®^®3 2' aCioTm^^^O^*^*'* 
lE^nSo :&l8^m3 2' {±. m^mm 2' (DM 

m^m^m^mt- 4 ? c j: »> s<* 3 s ±tcs^$ 

[0 0 3 1] ^5 (b) t^s-riaic. ^4®* 10 
Z(Dm^nm.Z2" ®^B3 2" al^J: 

2" feSfe> ^St^B^S 2" ®pjgs^i#-r5«3$ 

[00 3 2] El 6 (i. if-mmW. 1 ®3fc^S^St:i>lt 

^^mmmo^ 5 e ®»ffifl^ii*^i-Ei-e& 

S. 06 (a) iSitfEie (b) CS^ti^C. «5S 
fe{±«6®^MJ^T-(±. ^fcSf^SP^tv ±:StIHltt 20 
t?iffibfel^ffl3 2' afeSV^I±±;5Cfl^^K:«ffiUfc 

2' fe2)V^t±^«i^®^3 2" tfffiV^?>nS*5, ^St^ 
®tl3 2' fe?.V^li^g6^®^3 2" t±. mf*3 5ffltli 

[0 0 3 3] ^3t*^S®afeW-±x feSV^ii:x->:' hffl 

i^ji®fP^±, g«:®tisi^^^^^^l5a5^■c•^«s^B^ 

?:it^3at1-SJ;^3t.^ ^gl^®^®S4S^®^'^-^SI 30 

4 ©nififl^^® <t o VL^m^mmomm^ t **sp t s 
5Sfci±«6ffl*^sff^^c^^t<k^t»s^*»4 8® 

[0 0 3 4]$t>SC^ ±?3?glffllQiE?i^Ji*'^^60^ 

®ife^4^e®^fi?t*^®*?**^*f'''Wf^*5tt5M 
mmx-tii. mi (a) BM:&i^®MiiHT-fe 

07 (b) {±. ^jtS:?(Sl®S^iaT-&S. 
[0 0 3 5] 07 (a) iZ^tiioiZs i'J^S:^lniT- 

X2 7lCj;t3*U=f>S7-2 9±T-««U ifcV>^f 
9VVX3 0{Cj;t)^gl^fflM3 2fflSWffl3 2a~3 
2d±T-«mU m^^-3 3a^^Ti^'J>b''J* 
;i/V>X3 4aC<tl3^^ft;F^^2 4a±-tftm-r 5 
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5®{iHtSi:5}^'J3'>^^-2 9. Sfcv ;K'J3>2.7 

-2 9i:^i6if^H8S3 2. ^^iz. ^m^mm3 2t^ 

jfcft; K V A 2 4 a© K 7 A®*5SV^»^3te^WK:ft®S^ 
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SPECIFICATION 

[TITLE OF THE INVENTION] Optical Scanning Device 

[ABSTRACT] 

[Theme] To provide a compact and yet low-cost optical scanning 
device, with which the bow of the scanning line is restricted. 
[Solution Means] An optical scanning device 20 is equipped 
with a semiconductor laser array 25, which emits four laser 
beams that are modulated based on Y, M, C, and BK image data, 
a separating polygon mirror 32 , which is curved in the direction 
of correcting the distortion of a common optical system, 
comprised of a collimator lens 26, a cylindrical lens 27, a 
reflecting mirror 28, a polygon mirror 29, an tO lens 30, and 
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areflectingitiirror 31, final mirrors 33a to 33d, and cylindrical 
lenses 34a to 34d. 
[WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:] 

[Claim 1] An optical scanning device, which scans a plurality 
of scanned objects respectively by means of a plurality of light 
beams, said optical scanning device comprising 
a light source, which emits said plurality of light beams, 
a common optical system, which contains a deflecting optical 
element that deflects in common the plurality of light beams 
that have been emitted from said light source and guides said 
plurality of light beams in a mutually parallel manner, and 
a separating optical system, which guides the plurality of light 
beams respectively to the plurality of scanned objects and 
contains a separating optical element, which separates the 
plurality of light beams that have been guided by said common 
optical system into mutually different directions, is provided 
in common for said plurality of light beams, and is curved in 
the direction of correction of distortion due to said common 
optical system. 

[Claim 2] An optical scanning device as set forth in Claim 
1, wherein said separating optical element is curvedby receiving 
a force from a supporting member that supports said separating 
optical element. 
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[Claim 3] An optical scanning device as set forth in Claim 

1, wherein said separating optical element has a shape that 

is curved with no relation to the force from a supporting member 

that supports said separating optical element. 

[Claim 4] An optical scanning device, which scans a plurality 

of scanned ob j ects respectively by means of a plurality of light 

beams, said optical scanning device comprising 

a light source, which emits said plurality of light beams, 

a common optical system, which contains a deflecting optical 

element that deflects in common the plurality of light beams 

that have been emitted from said light source and guides said 

plurality of light beams in a mutually parallel manner, 

a separating optical element, which separates the plurality 

of light beams that have been guided by said common optical 

system into mutually different directions and is provided in 

common for said plurality of light beams, and 

a plurality of individual optical elements, which are provided 

to correspond respectively to said plurality of light beams 

that have been separated by said separating optical element, 

guide the plurality of light beams respectively to the plurality 

of scanned ob j ects , and are curved in the direction of correction 

of distortion due to said common optical system. 

[Claim 5] An optical scanning device as set forth in Claim 
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Af wherein said individual optical elements are curved by 
receiving a force from supporting members that support said 
individual optical elements. 

[Claim 6] An optical scanning device as set forth in Claim 
4, wherein said individual optical elements have shapes that 
are curved with no relation to the force from supporting members 
that support said individual optical elements. 
[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Art] This invention concerns an optical scanning 
device, which scans a plurality of scanned objects respectively 
by means of a plurality of light beams and is used for example 
in an electrophotographic type color image forming device, etc. 
[0002] 

[Prior Arts] So-called tandem type color image forming devices, 
which scan light beams, each of which corresponds to image 
information of different colors, along a plurality of 
photoconductor members aligned in the direction of movement 
of a recording paper, intermediate transfer belt, or other 
transfer medium to form electrostatic latent images, which 
correspond respectively to the colors, develop these 
electrostatic latent images by means of developers, 
corresponding respectively to the colors, to form visible images. 
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and successively transfer these visible images onto the moving 
transfer mediiim to form color images, have been widely known 
priorly among electrophotographic type color copiers, color 
printers, and other color image forming devices. 
[0003] Fig. 9 is a schematic view, which shows the general 
arrangement of a prior-art tandem type color image forming device . 
As shown in Fig. 9, this color image forming device 100 is equipped 
with photoconductor drums 101a to lOld, which are aligned in 
the direction in which recording paper 106 is conveyed and 
respectively correspond to the four colors of Y (yellow) , M 
(magenta) , C (cyan) , and BK (black) , and chargers 102a to 102d, 
optical scanning devices 103a to 103d, cylindrical mirrors 104a 
to 104d, and developers 105a to 105d, which respectively 
correspond to photoconductor dr\ims 101a to lOld. Color image 
forming device 100 is also equipped with conveyor belt 107, 
cleaners 108a to 108d, and fixing roller 109. 
[0004] The primary chargers 102a to 102d respectively perform 
uniform primary charging of the corresponding photoconductor 
drums 101a to lOld. Optical scanning devices 103a to 103d emit 
laser beams that have been modulated based on Y (yellow) , M 
(magenta), C (cyan), and BK (black) image data obtained by 
performing predetermined processes on R (red), G (green), and 
B (blue) color data. Cylindrical mirrors 104a to 104d guide 
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the laser beams emitted from optical scanning devices 103a to 
103d to photoconductor drums 101a to lOld. Electrostatic latent 
images are formed on the surfaces of photoconductor drums 101a 
to lOld, which have been illuminated by the laser beams. 
Developers 105a to 105d uses the Y, M, C, and BK toners 
respectively to develop the electrostatic latent images that 
have been formed on photoconductor drums 101a to lOld to form 
toner images of the respective colors on photoconductor drums 
lOla to lOld. The toner images of the respective colors that 
have been formed on photoconductor drums lOla to lOld are moved 
to the respective transfer positions in accompaniment with the 
rotation of photoconductor drums lOla to lOld. Conveyor belt 
7 conveys recording paper 6 to the respective transfer positions 
of photoconductor drums 101a to lOld successively synchronic 
with the movement of the toner images of the respective colors 
to the transfer positions, and the toner images of the respective 
colors that have been formed on photoconductor drums 101a to 
lOld are successively transferred onto recording paper 106. 
When the transfer has been completed, recording paper 106 is 
conveyed to fixing roller 109 to fix the transferred image. 
Cleaners 108a to 108d remove the residual toner onphotoconductor 
drums 101a to lOld after the transfer process. 
[0005] Fig. 10 is a block diagram of the optical scanning device 
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used in the color image forming device of Fig. 9. The arrangement 
of optical scanning device 103a, among the optical scanning 
devices 103a to 103d shown in Fig. 9, is shown in Fig. 10. 
Descriptions of optical scanning devices 103b to 103d shall 
be omitted as these have the same arrangement as optical scanning 
device 103a. Optical scanning device 103a is equipped with a 
laser diode 111, which emits a laser beam that is modulated 
by control by an emission duration control circuit 110 based 
on the image data, a collimator lens 112, which converges the 
laser beam emitted from laser diode 111, a cylindrical lens 
113, which converges the laser beam that has been converged 
by collimator lens 112 and has diverged from the focal point 
onwards, a polygon mirror 114, which reflects and deflects the 
laser beam that has passed through cylindrical lens 113, and 
an f 0 lens 115, which converges the laser beam, which has been 
reflected and deflected by polygon mirror 14, in the main 
scanning direction and causes the laser beam to scan along the 
exposure line of photoconductor drum 101a at a uniform speed 
in the direction of arrow A. An illumination position detection 
sensor 116 is provided at the end of the extension of the exposure 
line of photoconductor drum 101a, and the timing of the writing 
of the image onto photoconductor drum 101a is controlled based 
on the output of this illumination position detection sensor 
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116. 

[0006] By means of optical scanning devices 103a to 103d with 
arrangements such as those described above, laser beams, which 
have been modulated based on Y, M, C, and BK image data, are 
scanned across photoconductor drums 101a to lOld of the color 
image forming device 100 of Fig. 9, and the rotating 
photoconductor drums 101a to lOld, which had been priorly 
subjected to primary charging by chargers 102a to 102d, are 
exposed so that electrostatic latent images are formed on the 
surfaces of photoconductor driims 101a to lOld. 
[0007] Such a general, tandem- type color image forming device 
has the problem that the image forming device becomes large 
and high in cost since exposure by the laser beams is carried 
out by a plurality of optical scanning devices that respectively 
correspond to a plurality of photoconductor driims , Thus recently, 
optical scanning devices have been proposed with which compact 
size and lower cost are achieved by common use of optical parts 
related to the plurality of laser beams that expose the plurality 
of photoconductor drums. 

[0008] Fig. 11 is ablockdiagramof aprior-art optical scanning 
device, with which optical parts are put to use in common. As 
shown in Fig. 11, this optical scanning device 120 is equipped 
with a semiconductor laser array 125, which emits four laser 
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beams, which have been modulated based on Y, M, C, and BK image 
data respectively, a collimator lens 126, which converts the 
four laser beams emitted from semiconductor laser array 125 
into parallel beams, a cylindrical lens 127, which converges 
each of the four laser beams, which has passed through collimator 
lens 126, in the subscanning direction, a reflecting mirror 
128, which reflects the four laser beams, which have passed 
through cylindrical lens 127, towards a predetermined direction, 
a polygon mirror 129, which reflects and deflects in common 
the four laser beams that have been reflected by reflecting 
mirror 128, an t6 lens 130, which causes the four laser beams, 
which have been reflected and deflected by polygon mirror 129, 
to be converged in the main scanning direction and subscanning 
direction and respectively scan along the exposure lines of 
photoconductor drums 101a to lOld at a uniform speed, a 
reflecting mirror 131, which reflects the four laser beams, 
which have passed through f 0 lens 130, towards a predetermined 
direction, a separating polygon mirror 132, which is comprised 
of a combination of four mirrors, having four incident surfaces 
of different angles for the four laser beams reflected by 
reflecting mirror 131 and separates the four laser beams into 
directions corresponding to the alignment positions of 
photoconductor drums 101a to lOld, final mirrors 133a to 133d, 



-9- 



which guide the four laser beams, separatedby separatingpolygon 
mirror 132, to the corresponding photoconductor drums 101a to 
lOld, and cylindrical lenses 134a to 134d, which respectively 
converge the laser beams, reflected by final mirrors 133a to 
133d, in the subscanning direction. 

[0009] With optical scanning device 120 of the above-described 
arrangement, when the four laser beams, that had been modulated 
based on Y,M, C, and BK image data, are emitted from semiconductor 
laser array 125, the four laser beams are reflected and deflected 
in common by polygon mirror 129, made incident on separating 
polygon mirror 132 via ±9 lens 130 and reflecting mirror 131, 
and separated by separating polygon mirror 132 into directions 
corresponding to the alignment positions of photoconductor 
drums 101a to lOld. The four separated laser beams are reflected 
respectively by final mirrors 133a to 133d, which guide the 
laser beams respectively to the corresponding photoconductor 
drums 101a to lOld, and expose the rotating photoconductor drums 
la to Id, which have been priorly subject to primary charging, 
to form electrostatic latent images on the surfaces of 
photoconductor drums la to Id. 

[0010] 

[Themes Intended to be Solved by the Invention] However with 
an optical scanning device of such an arrangement, since all 
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of the four laser beams or at least three of the laser beams 
pass through positions that are shifted from the optical axis 
of the optical system, the main scanning lines, which are drawn 
on photoconductor drums 101a to lOld by the scanning of the 
surfaces of photoconductor drums 101a to lOldby the laser beams, 
take on a so-called bow shape, which is distorted in a bow-like 
manner due to distortion of the optical system. Even when the 
main scanning lines for the four colors are adjusted so as to 
overlap as much as possible by controlling the timing of writing 
of the images of the respective colors, the occurrence of color 
drift in the subscanning direction cannot be avoided due to 
differences in the bow according to each color, and as a result, 
the picture quality of the color image is made low. 
[0011] Fig. 12 is a diagram, which schematically illustrates 
the bows of the main scanning lines on the photoconductor drums, 
which arise as a result of distortion of the optical system. 
As shown in Fig. 12, the main scanning lines 117a to 117d, which 
are drawn on photoconductor drums 101a to lOld, respectively 
have shapes that are distorted in a bow-like manner in the 
subscanning direction and bows of mutually different curvature 
are formed. 

[0012] Fig. 13 is a schematic view, which shows the manner 
in which color drift occurs in the subscanning direction on 
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the recording paper as a result of the differences in the bows 
of the main scanning lines of the respective colors . Color drift 
occurs in the subscanning direction on the recording paper since 
main scanning lines 117a to 117d, which have bows that differ 
in curvature according to the respective colors as shown in 
Fig. 12, overlap in the manner shown in Fig. 13. Fig. 14 is 
a drawing, which schematically shows the bows of main scanning 
lines that are curved in directions opposite those of the bows 
shown in Fig. 12. 

[0013] As shown in Fig. 14, the respective main scanning lines 
118a to 118d drawn across photoconductor drums 101a to lOld 
are curved in directions opposite those of the main scanning 
lines 117a to 117d shown in Fig. 12. Thus depending on the optical 
system, the bows may be curved in directions opposite those 
of the bows shown in Fig. 12. 

[0014] For the sake of explanation, the curvatures of the bows 
are drawn in an exaggerated manner in Figs. 12, 13, and 14. 
As an art for correcting such bows, Japanese Laid-open Patent 
Publication No. Hei 6-28 6226 discloses an optical scanning 
device, which makes use of the bending of the locus of scanned 
light when the scanned light is obliquely made incident on a 
plane-parallel glass plate anduses aplane-parallel glass plate 
disposed obliquely with respect to the optical axis of a laser 
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beam to cancel out the bow that arises due to the optical system. 
[0015] However, such insertion of a plane-parallel glass plate 
in the optical path of each laser beam tends to become an 
obstruction in making an optical scanning device compact and 
low in cost. That is, it is difficult to secure space for 
installing four plane-parallel glass plates without causing 
interference on each other's optical path within an optical 
scanning device that is to be made compact, and the increase 
of the number parts for independently supporting each of the 
four plane-parallel glass plates will tend to invite higher 
costs . 

[ 0016] The present invention has been made in view of the above 
circumstances and an object thereof is to provide a compact 
and low-cost optical scanning device with which the bows of 
the scanning lines are restricted. 

[0017] 

[Means to Solve Themes] The first optical scanning device of 
this invention that meets the above ob j ect is an optical scanning 
device, which scans a plurality of scanned objects respectively 
by means of a plurality of light beams and is comprised of a 
light source, which emits the abovementioned plurality of light 
beams, a common optical system, which contains a deflecting 
optical element that deflects in common the plurality of light 
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beams that have been emitted from the abovement ioned light source 
and guides the plurality of light beams in a mutually parallel 
manner, and a separating optical system, which guides the 
plurality of lightbeams respectively to theplurality of scanned 
objects and contains a separating optical element, which 
separates the plurality of light beams that have been guided 
by the abovementioned common optical system into mutually 
different directions, is provided in common for the 
abovementioned plurality of light beams, and is curved in the 
direction of correction of distortion due to the common optical 
system. 

[0018] Here, the abovementioned separating optical element 
may be curved by a' force received from a supporting member that 
supports the separating optical element or the abovementioned 
separating optical element may have a shape that is curved with 
no relation to the force from a supporting member that supports 
the separating optical element. The second optical scanning 
device of this invention that meets the above obj ect is an optical 
scanning device, which scans a plurality of scanned objects 
respectively by means of a plurality of light beams and is 
comprised of a light source, which emits the abovementioned 
plurality of lightbeams, a common optical system, which contains 
a deflecting optical element that deflects in common the 
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plurality of light beams that have been emitted from the 
abovementioned light source and guides the abovementioned 
plurality of light beams in a mutually parallel manner, a 
separating optical element, which separates the abovementioned 
plurality of light beams that have been guided by the 
abovementioned common optical system into mutually different 
directions and is provided in common for the plurality of light 
beams, and a plurality of individual optical elements, which 
are provided to correspond respectively to the abovementioned 
plurality of light beams that have been separated by said 
separating optical element, guide the plurality of light beams 
respectively to the plurality of scanned objects, and are curved 
in the direction of correction of distortion due to the 
abovementioned common optical system. 

[0019] Here, the abovementioned individual optical elements 
may be curved by a force received from supporting members that 
support the individual optical elements or the abovementioned 
individual optical elements may have shapes that are curved 
with no relation to the force from supporting members that 
support the abovementioned individual optical elements. 
[0020] 

[Preferred Embodiments of the Invention] Embodiments of this 
invention shall now be described. Fig. 1 is an outline view 
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of an optical scanning device that is provided in common to 
the respective embodiments of this invention. This optical 
scanning device 20 is used upon incorporation in a color image 
forming device 100 in place of the respective optical scanning 
devices 103a to 103d and cylindrical mirrors 104a to 104d of 
the color image forming device 100, which was described in the 
above section on prior arts. 

[0021] As shown in Fig. 1, this optical scanning device 20 
is equipped with a semiconductor laser array 25, which emits 
four laser beams that have been modulated based on Y, M, C, 
and BK image data, a collimator lens 2 6, which makes the four 
divergent laser beams emitted from semiconductor laser array 
25 into parallel beams respectively, a cylindrical lens 27, 
which converges each of the four laser beams that have passed 
through collimator lens 26 in the subscanning direction, a 
reflecting mirror 28, which reflects the four laser beams that 
have passed through cylindrical lens 27 towards a predetermined 
direction, a polygon mirror 29, which reflects and deflects 
the four laser beams that have been reflected by reflecting 
mirror 28, an f 0 lens 30, which is arranged with two or more 
lenses and causes each of the four laser beams, which have been 
reflected and deflected by polygon mirror 29, to converge in 
the main scanning direction and siibscanning direction and scan 
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along the exposure lines of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d 
at a uniform speed, a reflecting mirror 31, which reflects the 
four laser beams, which have passed through f 0 lens 30, towards 
a predetermined direction, a separatingpolygonmirror 32, which 
separates the four laser beams, which have been reflected by 
reflecting mirror 31, in directions corresponding to the 
alignment positions of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d, final 
mirrors 33a to 33d, which guide the four laser beams, which 
have been separated by separating polygon mirror 32, towards 
the respectively corresponding photoconductor driims 24a to 24d, 
and cylindrical lenses 34a to 34d, which cause the respective 
laser beams, which have been reflected by final mirrors 33a 
to 33d, to converge in the subscanning direction. 
[0022] The details of the separating polygon mirror 32 shall 
be given later. Final mirrors 33a to 33d are symmetric with 
respect to a plane, which passes through the centers of the 
four laser beams incident on separating polygon mirror 32 and 
is parallel to the optical axes of these laser beams, and are 
disposed in accordance with the alignment positions of 
photoconductor drums 24a to 24d so that the respective optical 
path lengths from semiconductor laser array 25 to photoconductor 
drums 24a to 24d will all be equal to each other, with the 
relationships of the angles of ref lectionof reflecting surfaces 
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32a to 32d of separating polygon mirror 32 being taken in 
consideration ♦ 

[0023] Housing 35 has an exit window supporting part 43, in 
which is opened an exit window 43a from which the laser beams 
are emitted out of housing 35. Separating polygon mirror 32 
is supported on housing 35 at this exit window supporting part 
43 and the other optical parts are also housed inside housing 
35 and integrally supported on housing 35 . Of the abovementioned 
optical parts, the part including the deflecting optical element 
(polygon mirror 29) , which deflects in common the four laser 
beams emitted from semiconductor laser array 25, which is the 
light source, and comprised of the collimator lens 2 6, 
cylindrical lens 27, reflecting mirror 28, ±9 lens 30, and 
reflecting mirror 31, which guide the four laser beams in 
mutually parallel manner, corresponds to being the common 
optical system as referred to in this invention. Together with 
final mirrors 33a to 33d and cylindrical lenses 34a to 34d, 
separating polygon mirror 32, which separates the four laser 
beams, which have been guided by the abovementioned common 
optical system, into mutually different directions, is used 
in common for the abovementioned four laser beams, and guides 
the abovementioned four laser beams to the four scanned objects 
(photoconductor drums 24a to 24d) , corresponds to being the 
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separating optical system as referred to in this invention. 
Also, separating polygon mirror 32 corresponds to being the 
separating optical element as to referred to in this invention. 
[0024] Though cylindrical lenses 34a to 34d are used in the 
above-described embodiment, an arrangement is also possible 
where, in place of using cylindrical lenses 34a to 34d, 
cylindrical mirrors are used as final mirrors 33a to 33d for 
converging the laser beam in the subscanning direction. This 
applies likewise to the other embodiments described below. 
[0025] Separating polygon mirror 32 shall now be described 
in more detail . Fig . 2 is an outline view of a separating polygon 
mirror that is used in common in the respective embodiments 
of this invention. As shown in Fig. 2, separating polygon mirror 
32 has four reflecting surfaces 32a to 32d and each of these 
reflecting surfaces 32a to 32d has a shape that is extended 
in the main scanning direction (direction perpendicular to the 
paper surface) of the laser beams. The respective reflecting 
surfaces 32a to 32d are aligned in a mutually parallel manner 
at positions such that the four incident laser beams will pass 
through the centers of the respective reflecting surfaces and 
be scanned in the abovementioned main scanning direction, and 
the reflecting angles of the respective reflecting surfaces 
32a to 32d are set in accordance with the alignment positions 
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of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d (see Fig. 1) so that the 
optical path lengths of respective laser beams from 
semiconductor laser array 25 to photoconductor drums 24a to 
24d will all be equal to each other, with the positions of final 
mirrors 33a to 33d being taken into consideration. 
[002 6] This separating polygon mirror is supported in a manner 
whereby it will separate the respective laser beams in mutually 
different directions and whereby it is curved in the direction 
of correcting distortion due to the common optical system. 
Embodiments in which the separating polygon mirror is supported 
in a manner whereby it is curved can be largely classified into 
embodiments wherein the separating polygon mirror is curved 
by receiving a force from a supporting member that supports 
the separating polygon mirror and embodiments wherein the 
separating polygon mirror has a shape that is curved with no 
relation to the force from a supporting member that supports 
the separating polygon mirror. 

[0027] An embodiment wherein the separating polygon mirror 
is curved by receiving a force from a supporting member that 
supports the separating polygon mirror shall be described first 
below. Fig. 3 is a diagram, which shows a first embodiment of 
a separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning device 
of this invention, with Fig. 3(a) being a front view and Figs. 
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3 (b) and 3 (c) being sectional views along lines A-A' and B-B' , 
respectively, of Fig. 3(a). For the sake of explanation, the 
curvatures of the bows in the drawings of Fig. 3 onwards are 
drawn in an exaggerated manner. 

[0028] As shown in Figs. 3(a), 3(b), and 3(c), the first 
embodiment is applied in the case where the distortion of the 
common optical system is corrected by curving both ends of 
separating polygon mirror 32 upward with respect to the paper 
surface so that the mirror takes on a concave form. Thus with 
this embodiment, the separating polygon mirror supporting 
member is comprised of three members, that is, a central 
support ingmember 41b, which fixes the central part of separating 
polygon mirror 32 onto housing 35 or the exit window supporting 
part 43 of housing 35, and end supporting members 41a, which 
support the ends of separating polygon mirror 32 in a manner 
enabling vertical movement. Directly below the end supporting 
members 41a of housing 35 are provided bolts 44 for moving the 
respective end parts of separating polygon mirror 32 up and 
down. With this embodiment, after mounting separating polygon 
mirror 32 onto the optical scanning device, end supporting 
members 41a are pushed upwards by means of bolts 44 to cause 
separating polygon mirror 32 to become curved in a concave manner 
towards the upstream side of the optical path and thereby correct 
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the distortion of the common optical system. 
[0029] Fig, 4 is a diagram, which shows a second embodiment 
of a separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning 
device of this invention, with Fig. 4(a) being a front view 
and Figs. 4 (b) and 4 (c) being sectional views along lines 
and B-B' , respectively, of Fig. 4(a) . As shown in Figs. 4(a), 
4 (b) , and 4 (c) , this second embodiment is applied in the case 
where the distortion of the common optical system is corrected 
by curving the ends of separating polygon mirror 32 upward with 
respect to the paper surface so that the mirror takes on a convex 
form. Thus with this embodiment, the separating polygon mirror 
supporting member is comprised of three members, that is, end 
supporting members 46a, which fix the ends of separating polygon 
mirror 32 onto housing 35 or the exit window supporting part 
43 of housing 35, and central supporting member 4 6b, which 
supports the central part of separating polygon mirror 32 in 
a manner enabling vertical movement . Directly below the central 
supporting member 4 6b of housing 35 is provided a bolt 44 for 
moving the central part of separating polygon mirror 32 up and 
down. With this embodiment, after mounting separating polygon 
mirror 32 onto the optical scanning device, central supporting 
member 46b is pushed upwards by means of bolt 44 to cause 
separating polygon mirror 32 to become curved in a convex manner 
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towards the upstream side of the optical path and thereby correct 
the distortion of the common optical system. 
[0030] An embodiment of a separating polygon mirror having 
a shape that is curved with no relation to the force from a 
supporting member shall now be described. Third and fourth 
embodiments of a separating polygon mirror in the first optical 
scanning device of this invention are shown in Fig. 5. As shown 
in Fig. 5(a), with the third embodiment, a separating polygon 
mirror 32' , which has been formed in advance in the polishing 
stage to take on a shape having a mirror surface 32' a, which 
is curved upwards to take on a concave form, is used, and the 
distortion of the common optical system is corrected by this 
mirror surface 32' aof separatingpolygonmirror 32' . Separating 
polygon mirror 32' is fixed onto a housing 35 by means of end 
supporting members 47, which support the ends of separating 
polygon mirror 32' . 

[0031] Meanwhile as shown in Fig. 5(b), with the fourth 
embodiment, a separating polygon mirror 32", which has been 
formed in advance in the polishing stage to take on a shape 
having a mirror surface 32"a, which is curved upwards to take 
on a convex form, is used, and the distortion of the common 
optical system is corrected by this mirror surface 32"a of 
separating polygon mirror 32". Separating polygon mirror 32" 
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is also fixed onto housing 35 by means of end supporting members 
47, which support the ends of separating polygon mirror 32". 
[0032 ] Figs . 6 shows fifth and sixth embodiments of a separating 
polygon mirror in the first optical scanning device of this 
invention. As shown in Figs. 6(a) and 6(b)/ with the fifth or 
sixth embodiment, though a separating polygon mirror 32' or 
separating polygon mirror 32", which has been formed in advance 
in the polishing stage to take on a shape having a mirror surface 
32' a, which is curved upwards to take on a concave form, or 
a mirror surface 32"a, which is curved upwards to take on a 
convex form, is used, separatingpolygonmirror 32' or separating 
polygon mirror 32" is not directly supported on the exit window 
supporting part 43 of housing 35 but is fixed onto housing 35 
by means only of end supporting members 48, which are mounted 
to housing 35. 

[0033] In terms of the design of the optical scanning device 
or in terms of the unit assembly procedure, it is preferable 
not to directly support the separating polygon mirror by means 
of the exit window supporting part of the housing but to support 
the separating polygon mirror by means only of the ends of the 
separating polygon mirror. Thus in cases where it is difficult 
to support the ends and the central part of the separatingpolygon 
mirror at the same time as in the above-described third and 
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fourth embodiments, the separating polygon mirror may be 
supported by means of just the end supporting members 48 as 
in the fifth and sixth embodiments described above* 
[0034] Furthermore, it is also effective to combine the 
above-described first to sixth embodiments, that is to use a 
separating polygon mirror, which has been polished in advance 
in the polishing stage to have a mirror surface that is curved 
upwards in a concave or convex form, in combination with a 
supporting mechanism by which the degree of curvature can be 
adjusted vertically. Fig. 7 shows developments of the optical 
scanning device of this invention within the plane that contains 
the optical axis of the scanning optical system* Fig. 7 (a) is 
a development along the subscanning direction and Fig. 7(b) 
is a development along the main scanning direction. 
[0035] As shown in Fig. 7(a), in the subscanning direction, 
a laser beam that has been emitted from semiconductor laser 
array 25 is converged onto polygon mirror 29 by means of 
collimator lens 26 and cylindrical lens 27, then converged onto 
the reflecting surfaces 32a to 32dof separating polygon mirror 
32 by means of f 0 lens 30, and converged onto photoconductor 
drum 24a via final mirror 33a and by means of cylindrical lens 
34a. That is, in the subscanning direction, the exit surface 
of semiconductor laser array 25 and polygon mirror 29, polygon 
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mirror 29 and separating polygon mirror 32, and separating 
polygon mirror 32 and the drum surface of photoconductor drum 
24a are in optically conjugate mutual relationships. 
[0036] Meanwhile as shown in Fig. 7(b), in the main scanning 
direction, laser beams that have been emitted from semiconductor 
laser array 25 are made into a parallel beam by collimator lens 
26 and imaged onto photoconductor drum 24a by f 0 lens 30. With 
a scanning optical system with such an arrangement, after the 
four laser beams, which have been modulated based on Y, M, C, 
and BK image data, are emitted from semiconductor laser array 
25 and have been made into parallel beams by collimator lens 
26, the laser beams are converged in the subscanning direction 
by cylindrical lens 27 and then reflected and deflected by 
polygon mirror 29. The four deflected beams, which have been 
reflected and deflected, are respectively converged in the main 
scanning direction and subscanning direction by f 0 lens 30, 
guided to separating polygon mirror 32 by reflecting mirror 
31, and separated there into directions corresponding to the 
alignment positions of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d. The 
four separated light beams are reflected by reflecting mirrors 
33a to 33d, which guide the beams to the respectively 
corresponding photoconductor drums 24a to 24d, and via 
cylindrical lenses 34a to 34d, expose the rotating 
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photoconductor drums 24a to 24d^ which have been priorly subject 
to primary charging, to form electrostatic latent images on 
the surfaces of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d. 
[0037] Examples with actual dimensions of the respective 
embodiments described above shall now be described. In these 
examples, the array interval of semiconductor laser array 25 
is 250//m, the focal length of collimator lens 26 is 28 -2mm, 
the focal length of cylindrical lens 27 is 225 . 2mm, the distance 
from tQ lens 30 to separating polygon mirror 32 is 100mm, the 
distance from separating polygonmirror 32 to cylindrical lenses 
34a to 34d is 85mm, the distance from cylindrical lenses 34a 
to 34d to photoconductor drums 24a to 24d is 106mm, and the 
laser beam diameter on photoconductor drums 24a to 24d is 50 
//m. Also, the distance between the respective centers of 
photoconductor drums 24a to 24d is 50mm and the scan width is 
297mm. 

[0038] Fig. 8 is a schematic view, which shows the conditions 
of the bows of the scanning lines in the respective embodiments 
of this invention described above. Fig. 8(a) shows the case 
where separating polygon mirror 32 is not curved and Fig. 8 (b) 
shows the case where separating polygon mirror 32 is curved. 
As shown in Fig. 8(a), the scanning lines 21a to 21d of the 
respective colors have outwardly protruding bows when 
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separating polygon mirror 32 is not curved. However, as shown 
in Fig. 8 (b) , when separating polygon mirror 32 is curved, the 
color drift in the case where the images of the four colors 
of Y, M, C, and BK are overlapped is decreased to approximately 
one-fifth of the drift of 210 jum when separating polygon mirror 
32 is not curved and the picture quality of the output image 
is greatly improved. This is because the curvature of field 
effect due to separating polygon mirror 32, which is curved 
in a convex form towards the upstream side of the optical path, 
acts to cancel out the bows that protrude outward with respect 
to the optical axis . When separatingpolygonmirror 32 is curved, 
since the inclinations of the outer reflecting surfaces 32a 
and 32d with respect to the horizontal surface becomes large 
in comparison to those of the inner reflecting surfaces 32b 
and 32c, the curvature of field effects due to the outer 
reflecting surfaces 32a and 32d will be greater than those of 
the inner reflecting surfaces 32b and 32c. However, since the 
bow will be greater the further away from the optical axis, 
that the curvature from the field effect is greater at the outer 
sides will be convenient for bow correction and will provide 
the effect that the scanning lines 22a to 22d will be made 
uniformly close to being straight lines. 

[0039] Next, an embodiment of the second optical scanning 
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device of this invention shall be described. Since the overall 
arrangement of the second optical scanning device of this 
invention is the same as that of the eiubodiinents of the first 
optical scanning device of this invention shown in Fig. 1, a 
description of the overall arrangement shall be omitted. The 
difference of the second optical scanning device with respect 
to the first optical scanning device is that bow correction 
is not performed by separating polygon mirror 32 in the second 
optical scanning device but is performed by making final mirrors 
33a to 33d curved. 

[0040] Here, the final mirrors 33a to 33d of this embodiment 
correspond to being the individual optical elements as referred 
to in this invention, and final mirror supporting members 42a 
to 42d correspond to being the supporting members that support 
the individual optical elements as referred to in this invention.. 
To make final mirrors 33a to 33d curved, the methods of curving 
the separating polygon mirror as explained with the first or 
second embodiments (see Figs. 3 and 4) of the first optical 
scanning device of this invention may be applied to the final 
mirrors 33a to 33d (see Fig. 1) or to the final mirror supporting 
members 42a to 42d that support the final mirrors. By making 
final mirrors 33a to 33d curved, since curvature from the field 
effect of the same form as those obtained by making separating 
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polygon mirror curved can be obtained, the bows of the respective 
scanning lines can be reduced by individually adjusting the 
degree of curvature of each of final mirrors 33a to 33d. Also 
as in the fifth and sixth embodiments (see Fig. 6) of the first 
optical scanning device of this invention, final mirrors 33a 
to 33d, which have been provided with shapes with which the 
mirror surfaces have been polished to be curved in a concave 
or convex form in advance in the polishing stage, may be attached 
as they are to the optical scanning device. In this case, the 
mirror surface curvature effects can be obtained simply by 
supporting final mirrors 33a to 33d only at the end parts. As 
in the case of making the separating polygon mirror curved, 
a color drift of 210//m can be reduced to about 35//m and the 
quality of color output images can thereby be improved with 
this embodiment as well. 

[0041] Though a separating polygon mirror is used as a means 
of separating the four laser beams into directions corresponding 
to the alignment positions of photoconductor drums 24a to 24d 

(see Fig. 1) in the respective embodiments described above, 
the abovementioned means is not restricted to a separating 
polygon mirror, and a diffraction grating array, lens array, 
or concave mirror array, etc. may be used instead. Also, the 
respective photoconductor drums 24a to 24d may be scanned with 
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a plurality of mutually close laser beams to achieve higher 

scanning speeds and higher definition. 

[0042] 

[Effects of the Invention] As has been described above, with 
the first optical scanning device of this invention, since the 
separating optical element, which separates the plurality of 
light beams into mutually different directions is curved in 
the direction of correction of the distortion due to the common 
optical system, the curvatures of the bows of the scanning lines 
on the scanned object are lessened. Thus when this optical 
scanning device is used in a color image forming device for 
example, the color drift among the respective colors due to 
distortion can be restrained and the picture quality of the 
output color image can be improved. 

[0043] Also with the second optical scanning device of this 
invention, since the plurality of individual optical elements, 
which are provided to correspond respectively to the plurality 
of light beams, which have been separated by the separating 
optical element, and guide the abovementionedplurality of light 
beams respectively to the plurality of scanned objects, are 
curved in the direction of correcting the distortion of the 
common optical system, the curvatures of the bows of the scanning 
lines on the scanned objects can be lessened as in the case 



-31- 



of the above-described first optical scanning device. 
[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS] 

[Fig. 1] An outline view of the optical scanning device, which 
is common to the respective embodiments of this invention. 
[Fig. 2] An outline view of the separating polygon mirror, 
which is used in common in the respective embodiments of this 
invention. 

[Fig. 3] A diagram, which shows the first embodiment of the 
separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning device 
of this invention. 

[Fig. 4] A diagram, which shows the second embodiment of the 
separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning device 
of this invention - 

[Fig. 5] Adiagram, which shows the third and fourth embodiments 
of the separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning 
device of this invention. 

[Fig. 6] Adiagram, which shows the fifth and sixth embodiments 
of the separating polygon mirror in the first optical scanning 
device of this invention. 

[Fig. 7] Developments in a plane containing the optical axes 
of the scanning optical system of the optical scanning device 
of this invention. 

[Fig. 8] A schematic view, which shows the conditions of the 
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bows of the scanning lines in the respective embodiments of 
this invention. 

[Fig. 9] A schematic view, which shows the general arrangement 

of a prior-art tandem type color image forming device. 

[Fig. 10] A block diagram of the optical scanning device used 

in the color image forming device of Fig. 9. 

[ Fig . 11] Abloclc diagram of a prior-art optical scanning device 

in which the optical parts have been made in common. 

[Fig. 12] A diagram, which schematically shows the bows of 

the main scanning lines on the photoconductor drum, which arise 

as a result of distortion of the optical system. 

[Fig. 13] A schematic view, which shows the manner in which 

color drifts in the subscanning direction occur on the recording 

paper due to differences in the bows of the main scanning lines 

of the respective colors. 

[Fig. 14] A diagram, which schematically shows the bows of 
main scanning lines, which are curved in the opposite direction 
as the bows shown in Fig. 12. 
[Description of the Symbols] 
20 optical scanning device 
24, 24a ~ 24d photoconductor drum 
25 semiconductor laser array 
2 6 collimator lens 
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27 cylindrical lens 

28 reflecting mirror 

29 polygon mirror 

30 ±6 lens 

31 reflecting mirror 

32 separating polygon mirror 
32a ~ 32d reflecting surface 

32', 32" separating polygon mirror 
32' a, 32"a mirror surface 
33a ~ 33d final mirror 
34a ~ 34d cylindrical lens 
35 housing 

41a end supporting member 

41b central supporting member 

42a ~ 42d final mirror supporting member 

43 exit window supporting part 
43a exit window 

44 bolt 

4 6a end supporting member 
4 6b central supporting member 
100 color image forming device 
101a ~ lOld photoconductor drum 
102a ~ 102d charger 
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103a ~ 103d optical scanning device 
104a ~ 104d cylindrical mirror 
105a ~ 105d developer 

106 recording paper 

107 conveyor belt 
108a ~ 108d cleaner 

109 fixing roller 

110 emission duration control circuit 

111 laser diode 

112 collimator lens 

113 cylindrical lens 

114 polygon mirror 

115 tQ lens 

116 illumination position detection sensor 
117a ~ 117d, 118a ~ 118d main scanning line 
120 optical scanning device 

125 semiconductor laser array 

126 collimator lens 

127 cylindrical lens 

128 reflecting mirror 

129 polygon mirror 

130 f0 lens 

131 reflecting mirror 
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132 separating polygon mirror 

133 final mirror 

134a ~ 134d cylindrical lens 
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Fig. 13 
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Main scanning direction 



»1d 



c 
o 

0) 

■5 

ca 

'c 
c 

(0 

u 

iS 

CO 



.iiadiY 



io» 



nacic 



